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§520.22

not significantly affect the quality of
the human environment, the following
declaration will be included in the en-
vironmental review report:

It is the judgment of this agency, based on
available information, that no significant
environmental impact will result from exe-
cution of this action.

(2) A DEIS may be changed to a nega-
tive declaration if the public review
process indicates that the proposal or
ongoing action will not have a signifi-
cant effect upon the environment.

(3) An index of all negative declara-
tions and a copy of each environmental
review report shall be retained by the
responsible official under whose juris-
diction it was prepared and shall be
made available for public inspection
upon request.

(g) Notice of intent to prepare a draft
environmental impact statement. If the
responsible official under whose juris-
diction an environmental review is pre-
pared determines that the proposed or
ongoing action could have a poten-
tially significant effect on the quality
of the environment, he shall: coordi-
nate with the Associate Administrator
for Planning and Evaluation and the
Chief Counsel, transmit to appropriate
Federal, State and local agencies and
have published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER a notice of intent to prepare an
environmental statement as soon as is
practicable after the determination to
prepare such a statement.

§520.22 Maintenance of a list of ac-
tions.

(a) The Associate Administrator for
Planning and Evaluation shall be re-
sponsible for the preparation and main-
tenance of a list of actions for which
draft or final environmental impact
statements have been or are to be pre-
pared. This list shall be on file with the
Associate Administrator for Planning
and Evaluation and shall be available
for public inspection in the Docket
Section upon request. A copy of the
initial list and its updatings at the end
of each calendar quarter shall be trans-
mitted by the Associate Administrator
for Planning and Evaluation to TES
and CEQ.

(b) If a determination is made that
an environmental statement is not nec-
essary for a proposed action (1) which

72

49 CFR Ch. V (10-1-11 Edition)

has been identified as normally requir-
ing preparation of a statement, (2)
which is similar to actions for which a
significant number of statements have
been prepared, (3) which the agency has
previously announced would be the
subject of a statement, or (4) for which
the official responsible for such pro-
posal has made a negative determina-
tion in response to a request from the
CEQ, a record briefly setting forth the
decision and the reasons for that deter-
mination shall be prepared by the re-
sponsible official. Such a record of neg-
ative determinations and any evalua-
tions made pursuant to §520.21 which
conclude that preparation of a state-
ment is not yet timely shall be pre-
pared by the responsible official, sub-
mitted to the Associate Administrator
for Planning and Evaluation, and made
available by the Associate Adminis-
trator for Planning and Evaluation in
the same manner as provided in para-
graph (a) of this section for lists of
statements under preparation.

§520.23 Preparation of draft environ-
mental impact statements.

(a) Planning stage. (1) When a DEIS is
to be prepared, the responsible official
shall promptly initiate its preparation
and develop a schedule in consultation
with the Associate Administrator for
Planning and Evaluation, to assure
completion prior to the first signifi-
cant point of decision in the program
or project development process.

(2) The environmental impacts of
proposed activities should be initially
assessed concurrently with the initial
technical and economic studies.

(3) Section 102(2)(A) of NEPA requires
each Federal agency to utilize a ‘‘sys-
tematic, interdisciplinary approach”
to plans and programs affecting the en-
vironment. To assure that all environ-
mental impacts are identified and as-
sessed, all relevant disciplines should
be represented. If the necessary dis-
ciplines are not represented on the
staff of the applicant or NHTSA, it is
appropriate to use professional services
available in other Federal, State or
local agencies, universities, or con-
sulting firms. The use of the inter-
disciplinary approach should not be
limited to the environmental state-
ment. This approach should also be
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